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Many investors face the same dilemma.
They’re a decade or two away from retirement, 

and they feel that they need to invest overly heavy 
in stocks to seek sufficient build up in their invest-
ment portfolios. At the same time, they’re nervous 
about the harm that may come to their nest egg if 
stocks tank.

 Such worries are understandable. Although there 
is no guarantee that historical trends will continue in 
the future, it is interesting to note the 9-year-old bull 
market in stocks has shown signs lately of slowing 
down, following a stellar 2017.

 So, what’s a pre-retiree to do if he or she wants 
a long-term retirement product with potential up-
side that only equities can give a portfo lio, but with a 
backstop providing return of principal if markets take 
a turn for the worse? That’s where a novel variable an-
nuity solution from New York Life comes into play.

 It’s called the New York Life Premier Variable  
Annuity – FP Series (Premier).

 •  Investors get principal protection with the pur-
chase of an optional accumulation benefit rider.1 

At the end of a holding period, if the account val-
ue is less than what the client invested, New York 
Life will add the difference so that they can take 
their full guaranteed amount invested, adjusted 
for proportional withdrawals, and close out the 

policy. If investors decide to keep their money in-
vested, their account value will then be subject to 
market fluctuations and the accumulation benefit 
will no longer be available.

 •  Designed for growth, investors can allocate up 
to 70 percent of their principal in equities. More-
over, with principal protection, investors can 
choose from over 50 active and passive invest-
ment options from well-known money manag-
ers. The growth poten tial is uncapped, giving 
investors a greater upside opportunity on their 
retirement savings.1

 •  Investors have the option to choose a patented 
mortality and expense (M&E) fee based on princi-
pal2 — not on the value of the account, which can 
rise over time. Over the life of the policy, that 
“lev el” charge on this fee keeps the cost of the 
annuity under control.

 Equity Exposure, With a Backstop
 While many investors traditionally turn to annuity 

products for guaranteed income and income tax de-
ferral, they also face coming retirement needs where 
they would want the opportunity for their portfolios 
to grow at a robust pace.

 But too many pre-retirees choose to play it safe by 
underinvesting in stocks. And that can work against 
their efforts to properly save for retirement. Accord-

ing to a 2018 study by Fidelity, more than 3 in 10 peo-
ple are underinvested in stocks.3

 Premier was designed to help risk-averse retire-
ment inves tors who need exposure to equities but 
with uncapped growth potential. This prod uct gives 
them access to equity-based funds offered by well-
known asset managers. And the dozens of stock 
funds include U.S. small-cap growth, emerging mar-
kets and even alternative investment classifications 
to choose from.

 Such a range of possibilities can keep investors 
well-diversified among equities.

But what if stocks falter, sending the value of the 
account down? With Premier, investors get the twin 
benefits of growth potential and prin cipal protection 
— thanks to the accumulation benefit rider.

 That’s the kind of reassurance that could get ner-
vous investors with little faith in the stock mar ket off 
the sidelines. All that, plus a bold new way to keep fees 
under control, adds up to a compelling new offering.

  

  

1. Principal protection is provided by an optional accumulation benefit rider called the Investment Preservation Rider–FP Series (IPR) which can be purchased for an additional fee. It guarantees all 
premium payments from a loss that are made in the first policy year (less any proportional withdrawals) after the completion of a holding period. The IPR does not protect the owner’s investment 
from day‐to‐day market fluctuations or against losses that could be realized prior to completion of the holding period. The IPR is subject to certain allocation restrictions so not all investment divisions 
offered under the VA may be available for allocation. With the IPR, the investment option choices include a variety of asset classes and styles. Among the investment options available with the IPR, 
the maximum target allocation to equity is 70%, so investors may not experience the full risk or return potential of the market. 2. Please note that in a flat or down market, a traditional fee structure, 
which is based on the account value, may be more advantageous. 3. “2018 Retirement Savings Assessment Executive Summary,” Fidelity Investments.

Advisors have a new tool for clients seeking growth and protection in their 

New York Life offers a new retirement solution that protects principal and provides 
up to 70 percent equity exposure while offering an option to cap an important fee.

This material is general in nature and is being provided for informational purposes only. 
It was not prepared, and is not intended, to address the needs, circumstances and/or 
objectives of any specific individual or group of individuals. New York Life and its affiliates 
are not making a recommendation to purchase any specific products. For advice regarding 
your personal circumstances, you should consult with your own independent financial and 
tax advisors.
In most jurisdictions, the policy and rider form numbers are as follows (state variations 
apply): New York Life Premier Variable Annuity–FP Series (ICC17V-P01 or it may be 
NC17V-P01); Investment Preservation Rider–FP Series (ICC17V-R01 or it may NC17VR02). 

Some states may offer this rider under a different name, and benefits may vary.
New York Life Variable Annuities are issued by New York Life Insurance and Annuity Corpo-
ration (“NYLIAC”), a Delaware Corporation. NYLIFE Distributors LLC, Member FINRA/SIPC, 
is the wholesale distributor and underwriter for these products. Both NYLIAC and NYLIFE 
Distributors LLC are wholly-owned subsidiaries of New York Life Insurance Company, 51 
Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10010. Variable annuities offered through properly licensed 
registered representatives of a third party registered broker dealer.
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